DRAFT – Template Letter to Editor on Kids Count – for community input:

Dear Editor,

Children in XXX County need more than vaccinations and checkups to be healthy. The recently released report, Kids Count in Michigan Data Book 2011: Health Matters, finds they need the right social and economic support to become successful and healthy adults.

Sadly, the report shows a startling xxx percent increase in child abuse and neglect in XXX County. We know that four out of every five victims suffer neglect. Rising poverty and unemployment play a role in driving up these sad statistics.

Statewide, one in every 10 children lives in extreme poverty – living at half the poverty rate or less than $8,800 a year for a parent and two kids.

In XXX County, XXX percent of children live in poverty and XXX percent qualify for free and reduced price lunches. 

The report shows that xxx percent of babies in XXX County were born to mothers with less than adequate prenatal care. Also, xxx percent were born too small (weighing less than 5.5 pounds) and, sadly, xxx per 1,000 infants died before reaching their first birthday.

As the governor and lawmakers put together a budget for the year starting Oct. 1, they must be mindful of these desperately poor children and their families. 

The unraveling of programs aimed at helping needy children and their families must stop. More talk of business taxes without replacement revenue is unacceptable. 

Our children deserve to be at the top of our list of priorities. 

Sincerely,

(your name and city)

