(See instructions below to localize – you can use to make your own policy points connected to poverty)
Jan. 24, 2012
Contact: Your contact info here
We can do better by our kids – our future depends on it

“The Kids Count in Michigan report shows (NAME) County kids are struggling. *XXXX percent qualify for free and reduced price lunches, and the county ranks *xxxx (No. 1 being the best) in child poverty.

In addition, the rate of neglect and abuse in (NAME) County has increased *xxxxx since 2000. Four out of every five confirmed victims of neglect and abuse suffer neglect, a condition worsened by rising poverty.

We must do better by (NAME) County children. One way to help low-income working families is to restore the Michigan Earned Income Tax Credit.  In (NAME) County, **xxxx workers this year are expected to receive the credit, bringing **$XXXX into (NAME) County. Next year, the credit will be slashed by 70 percent unless policymakers act to restore it.”

Remarks may be attributed to (organization and name of executive director or other spokesperson)

The report was released by the Kids Count in Michigan project. It is a collaboration between the Michigan League for Human Services, which researches and writes the report, and Michigan’s Children, which works with advocates statewide to disseminate the findings. Both organizations are nonpartisan, nonprofit advocacy groups concerned with the well-being of children and their families. It can be found online at www.milhs.org.

*To localize: Look up your county here (password is health2011) 

*Free and reduced price lunch for county is on the second page, under “Economic Security.” Ranking for child poverty is also on second page, under “Economic Security.” First ranking is for all kids.  Second ranking is for school-age kids. Rate of neglect and abuse is also on page 2 under “Abuse/Neglect.” Use the bar chart to find the increase in abuse and neglect (almost all counties had an increase).

**Find EITC numbers here. Use Row C number by your county for number of people impacted and column I for amount brought into the county.

Please use the bolded language in your local releases (though you don’t have to put it in bold).
Need help? Call Jane or Judy at the League (517) 487-5436 or Michele at Michigan’s Children (517) 708-3565
