CTATE CHILD EXEMPTION

(Tax Year 2011)

What Ie 11?7

The Sate Child Exemption isfor Michigan taxpay-
ersraising children under 18 yearsof age.

Who Qualifiee?

Taxpayerswho claim children asdependentson their
federal incometax form qualify if thechildrenare
under age 18 as of December 31, 2011.

How Doec It Work?

An exemption of $600 can be claimed for each child
up to 18 yearsof agethat isclaimed asan exemption
onthefederal tax form.

How Do Filere Get the Credit?

Familiesmust fill in Line 9d onthe M 1-1040income
tax form. The M 1-1040 EZ form cannot be used.

Where Can Filere Get Free Tax
Help?

Filersshould be encouraged to avoid going to com-
mercial preparersfor tax servicesthat cost them

money. There aretwo waysthat filers can submit
their taxesfor free:

1) If they do not need much help, they canfile
taxesthemselves. They can use paper forms, or
they canfileeectronically for freeusing | -
CAN! E-File, aweb-based softwarethat is
availableat www.MichiganEIC.org or
www.icanefile.org. Itiswritten at afifth-grade
literacy level andisavailablein Englishand
Spanish.

2) Filerscanalso get freetax assistance at one of
the many Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sitesaround Michigan. Information on
thelocation and hoursof theVITA sitesis
availableat www.MichiganEl C.org or by calling
2-1-1(or 1-800-552-1183if 2-1-1lisnot avail-
able). Insomecounties, 2-1-1isaso ableto
determine EITC digibility or set appointments
for tax assistance.

Remember...

The State Child Exemptionisnot aexemption for the cost of child care. Itisavailableto taxpayers
raising children, regardless of whether they have child care costs.




